CHAPTER  XIV

THE DUKE'S PERSONALITY

Sympathy with the under-dog. Hobbies. Tastes in music and
literature. Keen interest in radio, films and aviation. The
Duke's voice and diction.

TO point out that every public figure has had the
task of developing and establishing two separate
characters is merely to state a platitude. Per-
haps, however, it will be considered something more
than a platitude to assert that if there be any serious
inconsistency between the published and the private
characters, between the fa$ade and the life of the building,
it is almost invariably the public's fault. For in the
majority of cases that facade has been erected by the
spectators themselves. Or rather, they choose to see in
it qualities and embellishments and a design of which,
in many cases, it gives but a shadowy suggestion. The
assertion cries out for examples. No examples shall be
given. Not that they do not come to mind fast enough.
Not that some of them do not present a rich harvest to
the student of public gullibility. But to reap that harvest is
not our present purpose. It will wait for another occasion
and, be sure of it, will not diminish in the meantime.
The peculiar problem which confronts the spectator
who would learn something of the character of the Duke
of Windsor is that there is little apparent difference
between its public and private aspects. He will ask: is
there a catch here ? Or is the apparent coincidence a
true one ? They are questions which can be more
shortly asked than answered. But a beginning can be
made if the spectator will agree that a clue to the Duke's
character can be found in the kind of work he under-
took as Prince of Wales in order to do the State some
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